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How a Russian Senator Makes Money from the Occupation of Ukraine

Evgeniy Teize
16.03.2024

Russia's occupation of part of Ukraine has brought new income to the business of Russian Senator Valery Ponomarev.
Moreover, this business was initially based on German know-how. DW with details.
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Valery Ponomarev (center) was the chairman of the Russian-German friendship group of the Bundesrat and the Federation Council before Russia's attack on Ukraine
Photo: Anton Novodrezhkin/ITAR-TASS/IMAGO

80, 81, 82,184, 185 - numbers that, along with the Russian flag, have become a symbol of the occupation of Ukraine . The Russian
authorities have provided these regional codes on license plates for vehicles in the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhia and Kherson
regions, as well as in Crimea. Starting in August 2022, cars in the recently captured territories in the south and east of Ukraine will
have to be re-registered from Ukrainian to Russian license plates. In Crimea, this process began back in 2014.

Changing license plates in the occupied territories is a good business. According to contracts that DW analyzed on the Russian
government procurement portal, the Russian Interior Ministry pays the manufacturer for a piece of aluminum with a Russian flag
at a rate of 2.72 - 2.75 euros per piece. In the first six months of re-registration, half a million license plates were ordered for the
newly occupied territories. From February 2023 to February 2024, another 200,000 were ordered. The supplier is the Moscow-
based Znak LLC, which has sold license plates worth almost 4 million euros in the occupied regions of Ukraine, excluding Crimea,
in a year and a half. For 2024, the Russian Interior Ministry has ordered more than three million license plates from Znak for all
regions of Russia, as well as for Crimea and the territories of Ukraine annexed in 2022.

Valery Ponomarev and business with Tonnjes

POCCHACKAA GEAEPALLIA
The occupation of new territories turned out to be a good boost o

for the license plate business. Its beneficiary, among others, is
United Russia senator Valery Ponomarev - the richest member of
the Federation Council according to the results of 2021 (senators
in the Russian Federation do not publish information for a later
period), whose business empire is based on fishing and fishing
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industry companies. Since 2022, Senator Ponomarev has been PASSPORT

under personal sanctions from the EU and other Western

countries for supporting the Russian annexation of Ukrainian
territories .

The transfer of cars to Russian license plates in the occupied territories of
Among other things, Valery Ponomarev owns 45 percent of the Ukraine is taking place in parallel with the forced issuance of Russian passports

authorized capital of Znak LLC. 55 percent belongs to the Photo: lan lankovskii/Zoonar/picture alliance
German company JH Tonnjes East GmbH & Co. KG, part of the

Tonnjes International Group. The founding company of this business from the town of Delmenhorst in Lower Saxony is proudly
referred to in the German press as a hidden champion - this is what they call relatively small, often provincial German companies
that are little known to the general public, but have managed to become world leaders in their niche business. Tonnjes is one of
the world leaders in the development of technologies and production of equipment for the production of license plates for cars.
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The Tonnjes International website notes that the group has more than 50 joint ventures with partners around the world. However,
Russia is not marked on the world map showing the countries where Tonnjes does business. There is no mention of a joint
business with a sanctioned Russian senator in the website's message archive either. A search of the internet archive using the
archive.org database yields an unexpected result: Moscow disappeared from the map of joint ventures between June and
December 2022 - exactly when EU sanctions were imposed on Tonnjes' Russian partner Valery Ponomarev. Moreover, Moscow
completely disappeared from the map, curiously enough, only in 2023. At first, those who retouched the inscription "Moscow"
even forgot to remove the line leading to Moscow from Germany.
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It was awkward: "Moscow" was erased from the Tonnjes website, but the line remained Photo: Ténnjes

Tonnjes disowns

"We consider the share in the business in Russia as inactive. Therefore, this asset is not displayed on our website," a Tonnjes press
secretary explained in response to a DW request regarding the lack of mention of the business in Russia. The company claims
that, despite the controlling stake in the authorized capital of the Russian joint venture, TOnnjes enjoys voting rights equivalent to
a 50 percent share, therefore the German company "is not involved in the operational activities" of the firm in Russia, and all
decisions are allegedly made by local management.

OTBevas Ha Bonpoc DW, B TOnnjes 0TMeTUNK, YTO OCYXOAlT 3aXBaTHUYECKYIO BOMHY Poccumn npoTuB YkpauHbl. "BonHa B
YKpauHe - 3To ryMaHMTapHas katacTpoda nocpean EBponbl, KOTOPYO Mbl HArNSAHO BUAMM KaXAblM AeHb", - 3asBU1a HEMeLKas
KOMMaHMs, ANCTaHLMPOBAaBLUMCH OT 6BM3HEeCca Ha OKKYMNMUPOBaHHbIX Poccren Tepputopusx.

Tonnjes: "He nonyyaemM gusngeHpos"” ot 000 "3Hak"

B Tonnjes Takxxe oTMeuvaloT, 4To 6onee He UMEIOT XO3aNMCTBEHHbIX OTHoLWeHKM ¢ OO0 "3Hak". "Mbl He ocyLlecTBNsSEM NOCTaBOK
OO0O0 "3Hak" 1 He Nony4yaem oT aTon GMpMbI AMBUAEHAOB. TONNjes He Nonb3yeTcsa NpaBaMn coBnagenbLa KOMNaHUM U He
y4yacTByeT B cobpaHum yupegutenemn OO0 "3Hak", - 3aBepuim B kKoMnaHun. JaHHble 6a3bl ImportGenius noaTBepXaatoT 3TO
3asB/eHMe, MO KpalHen Mepe OTHOCUTENIbHO MOCTaBOK 13 fepMaHuK. NocnenHsa napTusa ToBapoB oT Tonnjes B agpec OO0
"3Hak" - caMoksietowaacs nneHka ans NponsBoACTBa HOMEPHbIX 3HAKOB - NocTynuna B pepane 2022 roga. C Tex nop, ncxoas n3
AaHHbIX ImportGenius, HeMeLKO-pOoCcCMMcKas KOMMNaHKUs, MOOKOHTPOsIbHas ceHaTopy NoHoMapeBy, 3akynaeT MaTtepuanbl B KuTtae.
Kaknm o6pa3om 6e3 NoCcTaBOK KOMMNOHEHTOB N3 [epMaHUKM OCYLLLECTBNSIETCS PEMOHT HEMeLKOro 06opyLoBaHUs, KOTOpPOe B CBOE
Bpemsa OO0 "3Hak" nony4ymno ot Tonnjes, HEMOHATHO.

B Tonnjes Takxe 3asBuUNK, 4TO KOMMNaHMs "BOBNeYeHa B NpoLecc Bbixoga U3 gonen busHeca B Poccumn”. "B pamMkax aToro
npouecca MMeT MECTO KOHTAKTbI C rocnogMHoM NoHoMapeBbIM", - OTMeTMNM B kKoMnaHum n3 HmxHen CakcoHun. Kpome "3Haka"
Tonnjes Takxe MMeeT MMHOPUTAPHYO OO0 B APYroM POCCUMCKOM MPON3BOANTENE HOMEPHbIX 3HAaKOB - KoMMnaHuu "Bybopr".
ST10oM PmpMe Tonnjes NocTaBnana pacxogHble MaTepmanbl s NPoM3BOACTBa HOMepoB Ao Mas 2022 rofa, CBMAETENbCTBYIOT
OaHHble ImportGenius.
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B koMnaHun Ténnjes He OTBETUIIN HA YTO'-IHFIIOLLI,Mﬁ BOrnpoc DW, no4yeMmy Bbixoad U3 pOCCMVICKOI’O 6bu3sHeca 3aTAHYIC4A yXe b6onee
4yeM Ha OABa roga.

MB[ 3aKkynaeT HOMepHbIe 3HakM Ha MaLLMHbI NonMummM no 275 pybnewn 3a wTyKy. JlyraHck, Mar 2023 roga ®omo: Viadimir lvanov/TASS/IMAGO

KOpuct: Bbixog HeMeLKoro 6usHeca ns Poccum npakTu4ecku HeBO3MOXKEH

B ycnoBusix oencTBms CaHKLUMN N KOHTPCAaHKLMX BbiXod M3 Poccum ons HeMeLKnx KOMNaHUM - KpamHe CNOXHbIN NpoLecc,
OTMeTun B KOMMeHTapun ansa DW opucT, napTep KOHCanTUHroBon koMnaHum CMS Tomac XangemaH (Thomas Heidemann).
XangeMaH MHOro neT KOHCYNbTUPOBan HEMeLKMe KOMNaHMK, MHBecTMpoBaBLumne B PO. C MoMeHTa HanageHus Poccum Ha
YKpanHy akcnepT NpenMyLLecTBeHHO A4aeT COBETbI, Kak BbIMTU U3 POCCUMCKOro busHeca. be3oTHOCUTENbHO KOHKPETHOM
CUTyaumm Bokpyr Tonnjes lopuUCT NogYepPKHY/, YTO BbINTU U3 POCCUNCKOro 6U3Heca, Korga 3a4encTBOBaHbl MOACAHKLMOHHbIE
KOMMaHWUM N N1La - 3afa4a A1 HEMUEB Ha NpakTuke 65iM3kas K HEBO3MOXHOMY. "Ecnun coydpenuTenb nog CaHKUUSMHU, 0e/10
abcontoTHO paTanbHoOE: 1 He MOry UMeTb Aeno C NMMLaMn, KoTopble Nog CaHKUMSMWU, HO HE MOTY U OTAENUTLCS OT HUX, HE
HapyLlas caHKuMin", - KOHCTaTUpoBan XangeMaH.

FOpMCT HAaNOMUHAET, YTO B COOTBETCTBUMN C POCCUNCKUM 3aKOHOOATENbCTBOM NpekpaLleHne npegnpuHMMaTenbCKOM
0esTEeNbHOCTU KOMMNaHMeN U3 "Hegpy>XXeCTBEHHOM CTpaHbl" (KOTopbiMM B MOCKBE CUMTAIOT, B YACTHOCTU, BCe CTpaHbl EC)
3anpeLeHo, a UCKYeHUS BO3MOXHbI TOSIbKO C pa3peLleHns rocygapcTia. "MHbIMM cnoBaMum: eCrim POCCUNCKOEe rocyaapCcTBO
3TOro He XO4YeT, KOMMaHMS B JTOBYLLUKE U HE MOXET BbIMTU U3 POCCUMCKOro 6usHeca", - roBopuT XargemaH.
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HeMeuknit akcrnepT HaNOMMHAET, YTO Aaxe npu cornacum enacten PO, 0o6UTbCA KOTOPOro O4YeHb TAXENO, OO0 B POCCUINCKOM
6u3Hece MOXHO NpoaaTh TONMbKO MakCMMasbHO 3a 50 NpoUEeHTOB OT OLEHOYHOM CTOMMOCTU, YCTAaHOBNEHHOM Ha3BaHHbIMU
rocygapcTBoM akcnepTamu. "KpoMme Toro, npogaeel, Nn1aTuT Hanor B 15 npoueHToB cToMMocTu gonu', - nobaBnseT opuUcT.

OH OTMeYaeT, YTO HepeKO eAMHCTBEHHbIV peanbHbii cnocob BbINTU N3 6usHeca B Poccum - npocto ceBecTu ntobyto oenosyto
aKTUBHOCTb K HY/TIO, Pa30pBaTb apeHay NOMELLEHUI U MOCTENEHHO YBOIUTb NEPCOHar. 3TOMY, OAHAKO, KOHTPONMpYioLLMe
opraHbl B Poccum nbiTaloTcst BO YTO Obl TO HM CTano noMewatb. "Bnpouem, gaxe ecnv dprupma Pusmyeckm 6onbLLe HAYEro He
fenaeT, Ha 6yMare oHa Bce paBHO NPOAOXKAET CyLLecTBOBaTb. KOHEYHO, TaKylo CUTYaLMIO CTOXHO O6BSCHUTL Ny6nmMyHo", -
KOHCTaTupoBan ToMac XangemaH.

Joxon oT cMeHbl HOMEPHbIX 3HAaKOB naeT ToJibKo B O4UH KapmaH?

KoMnaHus Tonnjes He oTBeTMNa Ha Bonpoc DW, kakMM MMeHHO 06pa3oM oHa nbiTaeTcst opopMUTh "pas3Bof” ¢ POCCUNCKUM
CeHaTopOM OT NapTum Bnactn Banepmnem NoHomapeBbIM. He ncknio4veHo, 4to nonntuka ot "EgnHon Poccumn” Bce ycTpamBaeT kak
ecTb. OO0 "3Hak" nony4ymno 3a 2022 rof, COrnacHo AaHHbIM U3 OTKPbITbIX MICTOYHMKOB, 4OX04 NOYTU B 2,2 MUNnmMapaa pybnen.
YucTasa npubbinb, cornacHo Nnyb6nnyHom oT4EeTHOCTH, cocTaBuia 6onee 200 MunnmnoHoB pybnen. Ecnu 3asaeneHue Tonnjes, 4To
KOMMaHus He nony4daeT ansuaeHgos ot OO0 "3Hak", COOTBETCTBYET AENCTBUTENbHOCTU, EQMHCTBEHHbLIM Nony4vaTeneM NpmnodbInm
OT COBMECTHOIO HEMELLKO-POCCUNCKOro NPeanpuaTusa SBnseTcs NogCcaHKUMOHHbIM POCCUMCKNM CEHATOP.

CMmoTpute Takxe:
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